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thousands of miles apart. One hears sometimes that the
reason why the Chinese occasionally run amok is the
snapping of the bonds of self-restraint imposed upon them
by their crowded existence; the fits of black women may
have the same origin. There is, however, nothing dan-
gerous or violent about them. They consist, as a rule, in
an avalanche of words, chiefly accusations and complaints,
which nothing on earth except violence can stop, cul-
minating sometimes in a headlong flight from the village
into the bush, with the avowed intention to await death
there. Fortunately, however, the crisis always ends before
it comes to this. Husbands, when their wives are taken that
way, have two alternatives: either to beat them until they
stop, or to run away and keep at a distance until the hurri-
cane has passed.

As was indicated above, among the Wayao and those
tribes which their influence has penetrated, woman rules
supreme in the household and in the village. I have spoken
with many men who, after some hesitation, ended by
admitting it. In the villages it is the women who make or
mar reputations, as they did in Europe before the advent of
the suffragette, and in the house the men follow their
advice in almost everything. It is they who decide whether
a stranger shall be allowed to settle in the village and to
remain there, and whether one of the community who, for
some reason or other, is making himself obnoxious, shall be
given, by the men, the consilium abeundL When the wife of
a native servant desires a change, she will prevail on her
husband to leave his situation, however much he may like it
personally. 'Boys' who have been scolded in the presence
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